
1 

 

  
 

CREW INFORMATION PACKET 
 

We are so happy that your student is interested in participating as a Crew Member on the GJHP 
Musical: Disney’s NEWSIES, directed and choreographed by Samara Harand, with Associate Director 
and Crew Manager Dawn Kusinski, and Music Director Lane Hancock. Our lead producer is GJHP’s 
Director of Performing Arts Barrie Scher.  
 

The Stage Crew is a vital part of putting on the GJHP Musical! NEWSIES crew members will be 
responsible for behind-the-scenes elements like running lights & sound, managing props, operating 
the curtain, helping with costumes, and changing set pieces during the show! 
 

The crew program is led by Dawn Kusinski and is open to Glencoe 6th-8th graders only.  
 

Pre-registration for Info Meeting Attendees and Crew List Members will open on February 1, 2025 at 
Noon.  General registration will open on February 5, 2025 at Noon.  Space is very limited!   
 

Please visit gjhp.org/stage-crew to register your student and pay the $300 participation fee (plus 
online fee).  If you would like to request a scholarship, please email contact@gjhp.org. 
 

Crew Members are asked to attend all regular rehearsals, March 17 – April 15, 2025.  This is when 
crew assignments will be determined.  Attendance is MANDATORY for all Crew Members for all 
Tech/Dress rehearsals and all Performances, April 17 – 27, 2025.  This is important for the consistency 
of the show and the safety of everyone involved.  Please see the full schedule of dates on the 
following page. 
 

Academic & School Attendance Policy: Per Central School policy, to be eligible to participate in 
NEWSIES (attend auditions, rehearsals, performances, or other program-related activities) students 
must be passing all classes with a C or better, attend a full day of school (8:20am-3:24pm) and 
participate in all classes. Special cases are subject to individual review. 
 

If you have additional questions about the program, please email Associate Director and Crew 
Manager Dawn at dawn.kusinski@gmail.com. If you are interested in serving as a Parent Producer, 
email Barrie at bjaffe911@yahoo.com. 

 

ABOUT NEWSIES 
 

Inspired by the Newsboys' Strike of 1899 in New York, NEWSIES tells the rousing story of the newsboys and girls 
who stand up against powerful publishers to demand fair treatment. The charismatic but rebellious Jack Kelly 
rallies young people from across the city to strike against unfair working conditions and demand change "Once 
and For All."  Filled with catchy songs and exciting dances, NEWSIES explores themes of friendship, solidarity and 
the power of the press, in a relatable tale of the underdog standing up for what is right.  Based on the 1992 
movie starring Christian Bale, NEWSIES features a Tony Award-winning score by Alan Menken (Little Shop of 
Horrors) and Jack Feldman, and a book by Tony-winner Harvey Fierstein (Kinky Boots). Featuring the now classic 
songs "Carrying the Banner" and "Seize the Day," NEWSIES is packed with non-stop thrills and a timeless 
message, perfect for the whole family and all audiences. 
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IMPORTANT DATES & DETAILS 
 
Parent Meeting: Tuesday, January 28, 6pm 
    We will go through the rehearsal calendar, crew responsibilities, and answer questions. 

 

Initial Rehearsals:  Monday, March 17, 3:45pm-5:45pm 
    We will be watching a production of Newsies in the Oasis. 
 

Wednesday, March 19, 3:45pm-5:45pm 
Thursday, March 20, 3:45pm-5:45pm 

 
Set Carry-Up**: Thursday, March 20, 6pm-8pm 
 
Extended Rehearsals: Monday, March 31, 3:45pm-6:15pm 

Wednesday, April 2, 3:45pm-6:15pm 
Thursday, April 4, 3:45pm-6:15pm (May end earlier) 

 
Costume Parade:  Saturday, April 5, 10am-2pm (Costume Assistants only)  
 
Final Run Thrus:  Monday, April 7, 3:30pm-6:30pm 

Wednesday, April 9, 3:30pm-6:30pm 
Thursday, April 10, 3:30pm-6:30pm 
Monday, April 14, 3:30pm-6:30pm 
Tuesday, April 15, 3:30pm-6:30pm 
 

Tech/Dress Rehearsals: Thursday, April 17, 3:30pm-7:00pm  
Saturday, April 19, 10am-1:00pm  
Monday, April 21, 10:00am-8pm (Food Will Be Provided) 
Tuesday, April 22, 3:30pm-8pm (Food Will Be Provided) 
Wednesday, April 23, 3:30pm-8pm (Food Will Be Provided) 

 
Performances*:  Thursday, April 24 at 7pm (Crew Call at 6:00pm) 

Friday, April 25 at 7pm (Crew Call at 6:00pm) 
Saturday, April 26 at 3pm (Crew Call at 2:00pm) 
Sunday, April 27 at 3pm (Crew Call at 2:00pm) 

 
*IMPORTANT: ALL Crew Members will be required to assist with post-show cleaning and resets so their 
pick-up time will be approximately 30 minutes after the show is over. 
 
Strike, Set Carry-Down**:  Monday, April 28, 3pm-6pm (Times are estimated) 
Costumes & Clean-Up**: Tuesday, April 29, 3:30pm-8pm (Times are estimated) 
 

 
**IMPORTANT: ALL Cast & Crew Members AND Family Volunteers will be required to assist with at least one 
of the following: Carry-Up, Strike, Carry-Down or Costume Clean-Up. Stay tuned for details and to sign-up! 
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CREW MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

 
All crew members are responsible for all crew responsibilities getting completed.  We are one team! 
 
STAGEHAND: The stagehands’ main responsibility is performing set moves and helping with props.  
There will be several stagehands on both Stage Left and Stage Right during all performances.  The 
best stagehands keep the show moving seamlessly and effortlessly. 
 
FLY PERSON: If the show has scenery pieces that fly in and out, one person will be designated for this 
job.  They will be specially trained and supervised by a production assistant during performances. 
 
CURTAIN: This person stands on Stage Left and opens and closes the curtain when cued by the stage 
manager.  They literally open and close the show! 
 
LIGHT BOARD OPERATOR: The lightboard operator sits in the Balcony and hits a button to make the 
lighting cues change.  They need to watch the show and the script and the music very carefully and 
change the lights in time with the music and other moments.   
 
SPOTLIGHT OPERATOR: There are two spotlight operators, who both stand in the Balcony and aim the 
spotlights during special moments of the show.  Being a good spotlight operator means highlighting 
the right performer at the right time, with perfect aim, and following along with them as they move 
and dance.  It’s a lot harder than it looks!   
 
SOUND BOARD OPERATOR: The sound board operator(s) are responsible for the cast’s microphones, 
and making sure that everyone’s speaking and singing can be heard clearly.  They will learn how to 
mix microphones on a sound board and will run the sound check before every show.  Along with 
parent volunteers, they will also be responsible for making sure each cast member gets the correct 
microphone, and that it gets returned to the sound board every night to recharge. 
 
COSTUME ASSISTANT: There will be several people assisting our Costumer Designer in getting all 
wardrobe needs ready for performance and helping with costume changes during the show.  They 
will also be helping make sure the dressing rooms and costumes are ready for show time each day. 
 
Depending on how many people are interested in each position, there may be some rotation of jobs, 
but the final Crew Member assignment is up to Samara Harand and Dawn Kusinski. 
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NEWSIES CONTACT SHEET 
 
STUDENT NAME:            
 
PHONE:       EMAIL:       

 
PARENT/GUARDIAN CONTACT 1 
 
NAME:              
 
PHONE:       EMAIL:       
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN CONTACT 2 (Optional) 
 
NAME:              
 
PHONE:       EMAIL:       
 
IS THERE ANYONE ELSE WE SHOULD ADD TO OUR CONTACT LIST? 
 

               
 

 
T-Shirt Size: (circle youth or adult and your size below) 
 

 TYPE OF SHIRT           SHIRT SIZE     
 

     Youth     Adult         Small    Medium      Large      XL     XXL 
 
Please list any known conflicts (March 17-April 27):     
 

               
 
               
 
               
 
Does the crew member have any food allergies or restrictions?   
 

               
 
Anything else we should know?         
 

               


